
	 

	 

	 

	 


Sunday Table:  
A Fresh Expression of Church 



Sunday Table is a Fresh Expression of church, co-existing with the wider 
worship and life of St Chad’s Ladybarn (CofE). 
 
It is a gathering to enjoy food and friendship, worship and prayer, and to  
explore the Christian faith. 
 
It began in June 2017, led by a small team of lay and ordained Christians. 
 
It is specifically designed to be for all ages. 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In the Beginning… 

“Sunday Table” grew out of the life of St Chad’s Ladybarn in response to our understand-
ing of mission, how to share our faith, and how we might deepen our discipleship.


 
Several factors inspired its creation:


A small number of couples with primary school children attended the 10am Parish 
Eucharist at least once a month but some seemed on the fringe of church life for a vari-
ety of reasons.


Some younger adults with children expressed appreciation of church worship and 
gatherings but found a Sunday morning was a highly “in demand” slot in the week.


The Parish Eucharist is relatively traditional in style and content. Common Worship in 
modern language is used, yet much hymnody is pre-twentieth century. The structure 
and style is quite formal. Some found this difficult to engage with and feel at home in.


The Sunday School, which had for many years taken place during the Parish Eucharist, 
had ceased a few years prior to Sunday Table beginning. Insufficient trained and avail-
able adult volunteers, and a very small number of children, meant it had not been re-
sumed.


Some in the congregation expressed interest in more contemporary liturgy and music, 
and a desire for opportunities to discuss faith and scripture rather than only hearing di-
dactic sermons.


A number of the above people had an enthusiasm and gift for creative arts.


In summary: unmet needs, practical obstacles, a desire to experiment, and a desire to be 
as accessible as possible to “fringe” members and newcomers inspired Sunday Table.
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How did we decide what Sunday Table would be like? 

These are some of the questions we used to work it out: 
 
Who are we and what can we do well?  
A handful of us who wanted to try something new at St Chad’s thought about our own 
need gifts and interest. We also thought about specific people we knew a little who were 
already part of St Chad’s and some we felt might be open to join us. 
 
This is who we are:


We love to make and create and sing, and we’re fairly good at it too!


We like written/spoken liturgy including our Anglican liturgy but we really love other 
sources of liturgy too.


Some of us, and the people we hoped might join us, have children so we need some-
thing that they will enjoy and learn from.


We love eating together and we have fairly good hospitality facilities at St Chad’s.


We’re inquisitive and have lots of questions about Jesus and our faith.


We have lots of responsibilities so probably can’t do something every Sunday. 

We also pondered:  
 
What things do we believe are essential to “do” and to “be” church?  

We came up with:


 
	 Learning from each other	 	 Engaging with scripture	 	  
	 	  
	 	 Worshipping	 	 Everyone - and their gifts - matter  
	  
	 Serving/helping each other	 	 	 	 Diversity of people 

	 	 Praying	 	 	 Communion (and baptism?)  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Between us we brought to the table a number of experiences, ideas and resources includ-
ing:


Leading all-age (non-Eucharistic) worship


Leading a Fresh Expression centred on creative art


Knowledge of and experience of leading Messy Church


Some of us knew a bit about “Godly Play” and had been to some sessions


Leading advent, lent, bible study and discipleship groups for a variety of ages


Planning and leading Sunday School


We knew the stories of a few other Fresh Expressions


Eating together seems very popular - Alpha Courses, Messy Church for example.


Consider: 


What are the particular needs in your context? 


What are the gifts and expressed interests? 


What are the barriers to participation which seem difficult to overcome? 
 
Answering these can help you work out if a Fresh Expression like Sunday Table is an 
approach to take, or whether something very different is needed. 
 
Start with your context, needs and desires not with a ready-made package!





How did we start? 

We first made sure we had sufficient per-
mission and support from the PCC. We also 
made sure we had mapped out our context 
and needs, and had a rough idea what a 
Sunday Table gathering would look like. 
Then other vital work was needed: 

	 	 �4



1.Building and formalising a team to plan, lead, facilitate 
2.Inviting people 
3.Planning the first gathering in detail 

…and after the first session 

4. Reviewing 
5. Learning 
6. Adapting 

…and then we started again from step 2! 
 
By the time we’d been through this cycle a few times, we found that new people were 
ready to be part of our leading and planning team.


Ethos & Values 
 
Planning and running Sunday Table for several months helped us work out what our ethos 
or values are. It has helped to keep referring back to these as we think about the future: 

All-age - welcoming and hospitable for children, young people and adults alike;  
not “children’s church” but all ages participating. Some aspects may be more child-
orientated, some more adult-orientated but we commit to worshipping, praying and 
learning together. 

Creative - using all our senses to engage in worship, prayer and learning; using our 
artistic abilities, and exploring untapped abilities; producing creative responses to what we 
hear, see and experience. 

Hospitable - eating together, we share preparation of food as we’re able; we receive the 
service of others and offer a welcome to all. 
 
Reflective – providing space for quiet and silence, inviting people to ask questions and 
share insights; taking time, not rushing our prayer and learning.


Celebratory – giving thanks in prayer and song, celebrating each other’s experiences, 
insights and achievements; we have fun and laugh.
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Learning together – through discussion, dialogue, creativity. Not just one person 
teaching: we believe all have insights, questions and challenges to offer.


Collaborative – all are invited to contribute as time goes on through bringing food, 
leading a prayer, lighting candles, teaching a song, leading discussion, providing a creative 
activity.


Rooted in our tradition; willing to innovate - drawing on the structures, habits, 
symbols and words of our Anglican tradition; incorporating those from other traditions too. 
We are open to using new forms and language which are relevant to our lives and 
contexts, faithful to scripture and our inherited traditions.
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A Sunday Table Session 

A typical session is structured like this  
(with a few bits in between):


We gather We give thanks 	We serve We eat 
 
[We clear up and rearrange furniture]  
 
We sing…  
	 We confess…  
	 	 We listen…  
	 	 	 We learn…  
	 	 	 	 We create…  
	 	 	 	 	 We pray…  
	 	 	 	 	 	 We are blessed…  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 We depart. 

Looks familiar? It’s not so different from what a lot of churches do every Sunday, though 
not always in the same order. Sunday Table is neither rocket science nor a revolution in 
worship!


Eating 

Lunch is usually simple: soup, bread and cheese, or jackets and fillings, except on special 
occasions. Emphasis is on making sure everyone is fed suitably, while preparation and 
clearing up is minimal. We share in the serving and clearing. People take it in turns to bring 
some food. Our meal begins with the children with adult assistance lighting a candle, in-
voking God speaking all into being, and a simple responsive blessing over the food.


Gathering 

After some swift clearing away of food and dishes (to be tidied up later!) we gather in a 
semi-circle to worship and pray. Our opening liturgy is preceded by a bell being rung by 
one of the children, marking a brief period of silence. 


We recognise again that God is with us and we remember who God is and what God does. 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Our theme or bible story is briefly  
introduced and then we always sing. 
We sometimes have a discussion to 
warm us up to hear the bible story or 
text, and to engage with it.


Sometimes we include a time for  
 confession, particularly where the 
theme is closely related to forgiveness 
and/or during Lent. This has often  
involved an activity as well as spoken 
words:


Writing things we are sorry for on 
luggage labels - a symbol of the 
being “baggage” we want to lay 
down.


Drawing a picture or writing a word in sand on a tray, then shaking it to make our  
picture of words disappear.


Simple “Kyrie”-style confessions with short sentences and the responses.


A song - “Empty, broken, here I stand  
(see Appendix)


There is always an absolution pronounced by Mark, our priest-in-charge.


 Worshipping Through Music 
 
We choose songs with a number of criteria in mind including: 

Variety and diversity 

Truthfulness 

Simplicity 

Fun 

Inclusivity 

This can mean songs which don’t rely too heavily on knowing lots of Christian or Church 
jargon, yet don’t seek to leave people unchallenged. We can broaden our understanding of 
God and the Christian faith without making people feel too puzzled or feeling left out.
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Leader: We meet in the name of the Father,  
  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
All:             Amen 

 
Leader:      Blessed be God who creates out of  
  nothing, 
                   who shapes the world out of chaos, 
  who breathes life into dust,  
  who delights in making each of us  
  different,  
  who makes us all in his image.  

All:             Blessed be God for ever.  
 
     (See Appendix 2)



We choose songs which offer a wide variety of images and metaphors for God, how we 
relate to God, the Christian life of discipleship, and how we understand God being present 
in the world.


We make use of the vast diversity of songs and hymnody available in the English language, 
and even venture beyond that occasionally. We try to make singing joyful and life-affirming; 
all who attend have the opportunity o join in with percussion instruments if they wish but it 
isn’t obligatory!


At present music is all led by Mark (priest-in-charge) on guitar and Naomi (one of our lay 
members) giving a lead to the singing. However, several songs were chosen specifically 
because they can be sung easily without musical accompaniment. 
 

Engaging with Scripture 

Often our theme is set by the story 
we tell. This story is usually one of 
the Gospel readings which will have 
been read and preached on in that 
particular month at our Parish  
Eucharist.  
 
We believe that this helps us to have 
a connection with what the rest of our parish church is doing and the wider Church. It also 
helps us to have a “balanced diet” - exploring different parts of scripture and essential as-
pects of the Christian faith. 
 
Our story is usually told in a dramatic way - dividing up parts to be read by different  
people, including the children. The children sometimes dress up in costume and act out 
the story as it is read. Occasionally we’ve used a part of scripture which is not “story”, 
such as when we thought about being the Body of Christ using words from Paul’s letters. 

Learning & Creating 

Most sessions offer a choice:


Facilitated discussion based on the 	 story or 
text


Craft activity 

Adults and children are equally free to choose which 
they want to do. Children often take part on our discussions, and sometimes adults enjoy 
	 	 �9

 For the Word of God in scripture  
All: Thanks be to God.  
 
 For the Word of God among us  
All: Thanks be to God. 

 For the Word of God within us 
All: Thanks be to God.  (See Appendix 2)



responding to the story creatively rather than just with our thinking caps on! 

Sourcing craft activities has been a combination of borrowing ideas from other initiatives 
such as Messy Church, plundering the internet  
(Pinterest has been our particular friend!) and  
coming up with our own ideas. We have been 
blessed with three members with particular skill in 
arts and crafts.  
 
Discussions are led by different adults on different 
occasions. They often use a short written reflection 
about the passage or a story to spark discussion. 
Sometimes we do more story-telling to give us a 
fresh perspective on the text.  
 
Where do we get our ideas from? All over the place:  a book one of us has read that illumi-
nates the text; a quote we saw which provokes discussion; a report or news story we have 
come across which relates to the story. The main problem with our discussion is we never 
have as much time as we’d like because we come up with so many avenues to explore!


We always share a little of what we have made or discussed when we all gather back  
together.  

Praying 


Next we turn our attention outward to God’s world and its needs. Helen, our Lay Reader, 
usually leads us in short, simple prayers for ourselves, the Church and the world, often  
using simple responses. We end our prayers by saying the Lord’s Prayer (modern version). 
Sometimes we use more interactive or 
multi-sensory ways of praying such as  
taking it in turns to hold a small globe as 
we name places to pray for. 
 


Departing 

We often use a song and/or some liturgy to 
prepare us to go out into God’s world to try 
to live and serve shaped by what e have 
learned and heard.


We always finish by asking God’s blessing on each other.
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May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you,  
wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, 
protect you through the storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
at the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
once again into our doors. 

Amen.    (See Appendix 2) 



Themes and Seasons 
Below is our “curriculum” and the themes we have explored in our first year. We tried to tie 
them in to the liturgical calendar and feasts/festivals, and with the lectionary. We also 
aimed for breadth of theme: different types of scripture and different books; 
focus on people in the bible but also more abstract ideas like forgiveness and temptation. 

Thus far we have only drawn on the New Testament. Our plan for the autumn term 2018 is 
to look at key themes and stories in the Old Testament - Creation, Fall, Promise, and  
Exodus - using the recurring symbol of trees.


Theme Time/Season Activities

Sending the Apostles Out June (our first session) Craft: “Mix and Match Disciples 
books. Discussion on how we 
share our faith every day in 
natural ways.

“Come to me all who are 
weary”

July Craft: what essentials we would 
carry on a journey. Discussion: 
what does Jesus mean by “take 
my yolk”?

Mercy & Forgiveness September Craft based on forgiveness 
“unlocking” relationships 
Discussion: see Appendix 3.

What is Church? October Craft: large pictures of bodies 
with parts linked to ways we 
share or express our faith. 
Discussion: see Appendix 3.

Welcome to the Feast November Creating a feasting scene - at 
the table with Jesus

Crib Service Advent/Christmas 
(took place two weeks 
before Christmas)

Building crib scene using 
knitted figures interspersed 
with story and carols 
“Donkey, Mary and Jesus” craft.

Jesus in the Wilderness Beginning of Lent Optional imposition of ashes; 
exploring testing and 
temptation
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Evaluation & Frequently Asked Questions 
 
During our time running Sunday Table, and in the course of talking about it to others, lots 
of questions have come up. Here are some of the most common, with some answers 
we’ve come up with so far. 

How do you grow it? 
We’re still working that out! Personal invitation is how we’ve got things going and how we 
will grow it we think, but without God we’re just guessing. We advertise on Facebook and 
Twitter, produce a few flyers and put up posters occasionally but there is no substitute for 
friends inviting friends. At present we have 8-12 adults and 4-6 children per session. 

How does it relate to “normal” church and how does it pay its way? 

There is significant overlap in attendance at both Sunday Table and Parish Eucharist. 
Some parishioners have wondered when Sunday Table people will “come to church” and 
they receive a gentle reminder that Sunday Table is church.


We sense that Sunday Table is “owned” and valued by some of the Sunday morning con-
gregation; people often donate towards the lunch, or stay after the Eucharist for lunch so 
they can meet the Sunday Table folk. The question of relating to the sacramental life of the 
parish does remain though.  
 
Sunday Table is cheaper to run than our Parish Eucharist, and most craft resources and 
food is donated or sourced by us all chipping in. In the near future we will introduce an op-
portunity for people to make a donation.


Passion & Easter Passiontide Tracing the key events of Holy 
Week using film, song, prayer 
and craft.

Barbecue on the Beach Easter (April) Focus on Jesus’ appearance to 
disciples at the lake.

Pentecost May Fruit of the Spirit: craft, 
discussion on what they look 
like in our lives and context.

God Family Gets Bigger June Craft based on Philip & the 
Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 7). 
Discussion: see Appendix 3.

Light & Dark July The Conversion of Saul/Paul.  
See Appendix 3. 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How long will you do it for? 
We have never put an end date or timescale in how long we will do this for. There is gener-
al agreement, with the PCC, that it may not last forever and it is ok to finish if we feel it has 
served its purpose or has come to a natural end. For now, we hope and plan to continue 
for the foreseeable future, recognising that it may evolve, it may grow, or it may not. 

 
What about the sacraments? 

We currently do not celebrate Holy Communion/Eucharist because:


Around  half the adults and half the children also attend the Parish Eucharist or Mass/
Eucharist elsewhere.


We have a policy of admitting children to communion before confirmation in the parish 
but not all children who come to Sunday Table have been formally admitted yet. We 
don’t believe it is right at present to offer Communion to only some who come. We feel 
this may undermine our emphasis on inclusivity and hospitality.


To celebrate Eucharist (legally) would require a significant change to our liturgy/structure 
that we are not yet ready to make. There are many other questions, dilemmas and ar-
guments concerning this which can be explored in detail through the many Fresh Ex-
pressions books and resources available widely.  
Especially see: http://freshexpressions.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/andy-dod-
well-the-place-of-sacraments-in-fresh-expressions.pdf 

We have not yet celebrated a baptism at Sunday Table, partly as all our attendees have 
been baptised already! In future, we may do so but would most likely make this a joint 
Sunday Table/rest-of-the-church occasion. 

Does it have to involve a priest? 
Not necessarily. We believe lay leadership is especially important. The only thing that we 
do at present that requires a priest is the absolution. As Anglicans, the answer partly de-
pends on what our answer to “What about the sacraments?” is in the future! 

If you just discuss, how do you make sure people are “learning the faith”? 
The short answer is: we can’t make sure anything happens! However, we do believe that 
listening to others as well as being committed to hearing what scripture says and taking it 
seriously, will help us to learn the faith. 


We believe it is at least as good an approach as preaching when it comes to each of us 
learning and growing. 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We have found it is important to regularly consider if our themes and material for discus-
sion is covering sufficient breadth and depth. That it encompasses what it most essential 
to the faith, and is centred on the Good News of Jesus - his teaching, life, death and  
resurrection. 
 
How many people do you need - to make it happen; to make it worth doing? 
We reckon that one of our sessions can be planned, set-up, led and facilitated by a team 
of four. Fewer than that makes if look like a one-man/woman show, and can be too tiring 
for those involved. We usually divide up five ways:


Worship/liturgy leader 

Craft leader 

Discussion leader 

Pray-er 

Catering coordinator 

To make it worth doing? if it was even just the five of you who make it happen, it is still 
worth it! However, we’ve found that we do struggle a bit if there are fewer than 6 or 7 
adults and 3 or 4 children. We’ve not reached the point of being too big yet! 

How could we do this given we have few resources? 

Most aspects of Sunday Table can be adapted or simplified to take account of sparser  
resources. For example:  
No musicians? There are plenty of CDs and youtube clips available to provide backing for 
singing. But why not try singing a cappella with a bit of percussion? 
 
Discussion/Themes: if you’re struggling for time to plan or inspiration, choose a book  
(Advent course, Lent course etc) to stimulate discussion and set the theme. 


Look at the “Discussion Resources” appendix below. 
 
Setting up/preparing/clearing up: you might have one or two people in your “regular”  
congregation who wouldn’t want to participate but would be happy to provide a pan of 
soup, a loaf of bread, cut out some craft templates for you at home, or load the  
dishwasher when everyone has gone!  
 
IT: we use a laptop and projector, but the liturgy and songs can be made into booklets. We 
don’t do anything particularly fancy with our projector like video clips or animations. It’s 
mostly text and pictures. Some ready-made powerpoint files can be downloaded here to 
get you started if you do have a projector. 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Appendix 1: Context of Sunday Table


St Chad’s Ladybarn is situated in the Withington Deanery in South Manchester. 
Significant and distinctive features of the parish include:


Liberal Catholic in tradition and worship style 

Large proportion of the parish population are students in higher education. 

Increasing number of young families resident in the parish 

Proximity to Withington Village centre and Fallowfield, areas of rich cultural, religious 
and ethnic diversity 

Community Hall in addition to 120 year old church building 

Close links with and cross-licensing arrangements with St Nicholas Burnage 

A member of Inclusive Church together with the whole Withington Deanery 

A host parish for  Church of England Ministry Experience Scheme 

Ministry/Worship leading team of Priest-in-charge, Lay Reader, Authorised Lay  
Minister, Organist, Choir and two retired Priests. 

Rev Mark Hewerdine, priest-in-charge, is also the Fresh Expressions Enabler for the  
Withington Deanery. This role involves:


Researching and mapping Fresh Expressions in the Diocese and beyond 

Training, advising and supporting lay and ordained colleagues in the deanery to  
develop or begins a variety of Fresh Expression 

Assisting with existing initiatives particularly focused on children and schools such as 
Messy Church, Experience Easter, All-age collective worship 

Disseminating information, stories and learning about Fresh Expressions with the UK to 
the deanery and beyond. 

Identifying new avenues for work and unmet needs with the deanery 
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Appendix 2: Liturgical Resources 

 
Song Repertoire 

 
Liturgy/Prayers


In addition to the prayers found above, a few more of the prayers we use, with references: 
 
“In the beginning” (opening liturgy) 
 
Leader:	 In the beginning when it was very quiet, 
	 	 the Word was with God 
All: And what God was,  the Word was.  
 
Leader:      	 When the time was right God sent the Son - the Word. 
All: He came among us. He was one of us.


Title Writer Links

My Lighthouse Rend Collective youtube.com/watch?
v=reAlJKv7ptU

Bless the Lord, O My Soul (10,000 
reasons)

Matt Redman, Jonas 
Myrin

youtube.com/watch?
v=XtwIT8JjddM

Big Family of God Nick & Becky Drake elevationkids.com/song/big-
family-of-god

Empty, Broken, Here I Stand (Kyrie 
Eleison)

Nick & Anita Haigh 
(Northumbria 
Community)

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=u4gCZc6CzLQ

Sizohamba naye (We Will Walk With 
God)

from Swaziland, 
popularised by Iona 
Community( Wild 
Goose Resource 
Group)

 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YKybxg99fUc

Come, All You People Alexander Gondo; 
published by Iona 
Community 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sMZJFhhTr0I

Brother, Sister, Let Me Serve You Richard A.M. Gillard https://hymnary.org/text/
will_you_let_me_be_your_servant

Everlasting God (Yesterday, Today & 
Forever)

Vicky Beeching https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LRd0q9u5Gig

Will You Come And Follow Me? John Bell & Graham 
Maule

https://hymnary.org/text/
will_you_come_and_follow_me

This Little Light of Mine Traditional https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1yUK0S_cEXY
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Leader:     	 Today, in the quiet, in our speaking  
	 	 and in our listening 
All: God is here.  

The Son - the Word - is with us. 
 
From: The Iona Community Worship Book (© 1991 Wild Goose Publications)


 
Imposition of Ashes 
 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.”


From: Common Worship: Times and Seasons (© Archbishops’ Council) 
 
 
“Sending Out” Liturgy


	 Look at your hands, see the touch and the tenderness  
All: God's own for the world. 
 
	 Look at your feet, see the path and the direction  
All: God's own for the world. 
 
	 Look at your heart, see the fire and the love  
All: God's own for the world. 
 

Look at the cross, see God's son and our saviour  
All: God's own for the world. 

This is God's world,  
and we will serve God in it. 

 
From: The Iona Community Worship Book (© 1991 Wild Goose Publications) 

Other liturgies in body of document:  
 
Gathering, Engaging with Scripture:  
The Iona Community Worship Book (© 1991 Wild Goose Publications) 
 
Blessing: 
“Peter’s song for Marygate” by Peter Sutcliffe ( © The Northumbria Community)  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Appendix 3: A Sample of Discussion Resources 

Mercy & Forgiveness 
 
Discussion focused on the questions: 

What does it mean to forgive? 
Is it possible, and if so, how? 

Extracts from “Free of Charge: Giving & Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace” by 
Miroslav Wolf. (2005, published by Zondervan). Particularly chapter 4 “God the Forgiver” 
and chapter 5 “How Should We Forgive?”


What is Church?


Discussion based around extracts from the Church of England report: “Setting God’s 
People Free”  
 
“Setting God's People Free (SGPF) is a programme of change to enable the whole people 
of God to live out the Good News of Jesus confidently in all of life.How can we, ordained 
and lay together, enable one another to live out the Good News of Jesus in all our life, 
Monday to Saturday, as well as Sunday?” 
 
Download here: https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2017-12/Set-
ting%20God%27s%20People%20Free%20-%20Summary%20Version.pdf 

The Conversion of Saul 
Children with tried an assault course, one partner blindfolded, the other guiding with verbal 
instructions. Led into discussion about Inclusion and people with visual impairments. The 
example of John Hull was discussed and children’s experiences of friends with visual 
impairment. 
 
Adults’ discussion around the idea of the “hiddenness of God” - God who dwells in  
darkness vs the emphasis on light in much of our liturgy and religious language. 
In what way is God unknowable or beyond our usual ways of knowing? 
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A story was used to begin:


Part 4: Transfigurations - “Blindness” (p.127-130) 
from Peter Rollins, “The Orthodox Heretic” (2009, published by Canterbury Press) 
 
The story turns on its head the healing of Bartimaeus, to provoke thought on faith going 
beyond “seeing”.


Extracts from “The Hiddenness of God” by Ron Roleiser  
http://ronrolheiser.com/the-hiddenness-of-god-and-the-darkness-of-faith/#.W2nTuX4naSN 
 
…were used to stimulate discussion and reflection.


God’s Family Gets Bigger 

The identities and relationship of the Ethiopian Eunuch and Philip were discussed. 
The group considered what it means to be an “Inclusive Church” in light of the story. 

The Inclusive Church Statement was used to stimulate discussion: 

"We believe in inclusive Church - church which does not discriminate, on any 
level, on grounds of economic power, gender, mental health, physical ability, 
race or sexuality. We believe in Church which welcomes and serves all people in 
the name of Jesus Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim 
the Gospel afresh for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy  
Spirit, allows all people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Jesus Christ." 
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